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A Biblical Summation of Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage 
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Our Mission:  Helping people take the next step in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our Vision Statement:   
Connect:  Connect through authentic community with other Christ-followers;  Grow:  Grow in one’s personal 
relationship with Jesus;   
Go:  Go and serve others sharing love and the gospel. 
 

1. Marriage is intended by God to be a beautiful, growing commitment between a husband and a wife (Genesis 

2; Song of Songs 1-8; Malachi 2).  God’s clear intent is for us to work at our marriages, pray for our marriages, 

and to be “all in” with our marriages! 

2. God’s heart is for marriage to be for a lifetime (Malachi 2:16;             Matthew 19:4-6).  However, due to 

humanities’ ‘hardness of heart,’ (Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Matthew 19) God permissively allows divorce under 

certain circumstances.  These include:  sexual immorality (porneias;  Matthew 5:32;19:1-9), desertion (1 

Corinthians 7:15), and (in my opinion) desertion through violence (1 Corinthians 7:15). 

3. Regardless of one’s past marital history, if one is presently married, God’s desire is for one to stay in this 

marriage, work at this marriage and pray for this marriage (1 Corinthians 7:10-15). 

4. If one is married to an unbeliever, stay married, work at the marriage, and pray for your spouse’s salvation (1 

Corinthians 7:10-15; 1 Peter 3:1-7). 

5. God allows Biblically sanctioned remarriage in the following circumstances:   

a. One’s spouse has passed away (Romans 7:3; 1 Corinthians 7:39f;  1 Timothy 5:9-16) 

b. One’s former spouse unrepentantly engaged in sexual immorality (porneias) 

c. One’s unbelieving, former spouse deserted the marriage             (1 Corinthians 7:15).  However, we 

can rightly apply                   1 Corinthians 7:15 to a believer, who deserts the marriage, because that 

believer is acting like an unbeliever             (Matthew 18:17).  Matthew 18:17 is a passage on 

discipline, and it tells us to treat a believer, who is acting like an unbeliever, as an unbeliever!  

Therefore “desertion” by either an unbeliever, or a believer, leaves the innocent spouse “not 

enslaved” (which many believe means “free to remarry”) 

d. If one’s divorce was prior to knowing Jesus as Savior, and reconciliation of one’s previous marriage 

is no longer possible, (my view is that) remarriage is permissible (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

 


