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CONNECT 

 Our sermon today reminds us that “temptation is not sin – but that sin often results when we fail to rely 

on God’s Spirit to say “no“ when we fail to build serious accountability into our daily living, when we 

fail to memorize helpful Scriptures and pray against the temptation often, and when we resist wise 

choices.”  Are you actively building these things into your life?  If not, why not?  What needs to change 

in your life in order to make room for these things?  

 

GROW 

 Pastor Jeff told us about a note Joni Eareckson Tada wrote to a dear friend in a time of great trial.  Part of 

it reads, “...And as in the hospital, I would hope you would feel what I felt and what I still remember… 

(peace) profound and a soul settled.  Peace, Jackie, not answers, not reasons…”  How can searching for 

answers and reasons rob us of our peace?  Has this ever happened to you?  

 Bartimaeus left behind his most valuable possession (his cloak) in his encounter with Jesus.  What have 

you had to leave behind in order to follow Jesus? 

 

GO 

 When he heard that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by, Bartimaeus began to cry out “Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” even though he was told to be silent.  How hard is it for you to cry out to God when 

you feel like you “should be” silent?  Are you (when needed) actively encouraging others who are 

struggling to cry out as well?  How?  

 Pastor Jeff also told us that Bartimaeus calling Jesus “Son of David” was recognition of Jesus’ 

Messiahship.  Have you ever been called upon to speak a spiritual truth into a difficult situation, possibly 

in the face of scorn or hostility?  How did you handle it? 

 Jesus showed enormous compassion to someone who was not accepted in the society of that time.  Is it 

difficult for you to minister to people outside of your normal sphere of influence, outside of your comfort 

zone?  Why or why not?   
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