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CONNECT 

 In the text, Jesus tells the religious leaders that they were to cooperate with the ruling government.  Excluding 

non-Biblical issues, what are some of the things that you have a hard time cooperating with our present ruling 

government on? 

 

 Why do you think it is important for us to abide by what the law of the land dictates?  What does it do to our 

witness as Christians and citizens if we don’t? 

 

 In Luke 20:21 the religious leaders used false flattery before asking Jesus their question.  How would you define 

false flattery?  Do you have any real life examples of either witnessing false flattery in a situation, or maybe 

(probably inadvertently) falling into it yourself? 

  

GROW 

 Pastor Jeff reminds us that the Bible clarifies our duty to government in at least three categories:  We are to pay 

our taxes, pray for our leaders, and obey the laws put in place by our government (when the laws do not violate 

moral, ethical, or Biblical truths).  Are you actively praying for our leaders?  In what ways?  Why is it important?  

 

 Our sermon reminds us that the world is watching, and that we are by and large viewed as a Christian nation – 

US foreign policy decisions by both parties are viewed as “Christian” decisions, and it is hurting our witness.  

Christians from both parties can become so determined to defend their political position that we can forget to 

be salt and light in the world (Matthew 5:13-14).  Sometimes we do this by excusing or even justifying behavior 

by someone we agree with politically, even though the behavior is simply outrageous and sometimes unethical, 

immoral, and ungodly.  Can you think of any examples of this in the world we live in today? 

 

GO 

 How would you explain to someone that God is in control of all things, even our election results, and yet it is 

our responsibility to engage in the process to affect change wherever possible?  What examples could you use 

to make your point?  Are you actively involved in voting for change whenever possible?  Why or why not? 

 
To prepare for next week’s message, read Luke 10:38-42. 

This message is available online at www.highlandcommunitychurch.com and on CD in the lobby.  


