
Sermon Notes – August 12, 2018  
End-Times Rejoicing 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Pastor Jeff Hinds 
 
Our Mission:  Helping people take the next step in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Our Vision Statement:   
Connect:  Connect through authentic community with other Christ-followers;  Grow:  Grow in one’s personal 
relationship with Jesus;   
Go:  Go and serve others sharing love and the gospel. 

 
1. The “essentials” of eschatology (“end-times” theology) include: 

a. Everyone needs to rightly prepare for when one dies.  All of us are eternal—we will live 
forevermore.  Those who, by faith, receive Jesus as Savior, will live with God in Heaven.  To 
receive Christ as Savior means to accept, by faith, that Jesus is God, that He willingly died as 
the payment of our confessed, and in God’s power, repented-of sins; and rose again on the 
third day (Romans 10:9-10; John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9). 

b. Those who do not receive Christ as Savior are separated from God, for all eternity, in a literal 
place called Hell (Matthew 25). 

c. Jesus will reign forever and all will exalt Him (Philippians 2:5-11). 

2. The “non-essentials” of eschatology include “timing” details.  Matthew 24:36 “But concerning that day 
and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”  Timing 
issues are beyond angels (!)—and yet we feel confident enough to argue over them—or divide 
fellowship over them? 

3. The truth about death is that Christians immediately pass from this life into eternity                 
(Philippians 1:21-23).   

a. The “soul-spirit” (Greek pneuma, Hebrew nephesh) of a Christ-follower goes immediately into 
the presence of God upon earthly death (2 Corinthians 5:1-4, 8; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14) 

b. At the return of Christ (parousia / rapio / Rapture)—the bodies of Christ-followers will be raised 
“immortal and imperishable” and be re-united with our “soul-spirit”                                             
(1 Thessalonians 4:15-16; 2 Corinthians 5:2-4; 1 Corinthians 15:51-55). 

 


