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Our Mission:   
Helping people take the next step in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Our Vision Statement:   
Connect:  Connect through authentic community with other Christ-followers;  
Grow:  Grow in one’s personal relationship with Jesus;   
Go:  Go and serve others sharing love and the gospel. 

 
 
“Do not murder”—Hebrew lo ratzah.  What does/doesn’t this 6th command refer 
to? 

1. A “just war” is not murder.  A “just war” requires two things: 

a. Jus ad bellum—one’s motives must be just and honorable when 
going to war 

b. Jus in bello—the manner in which the war is fought must also 
be just and honorable. 

A “just war” never is referred to as lo ratzah “no murder” in Scripture.  The 
words used for a just, legitimate, Biblically allowable war are never “murder”—
but rather “kill” (harag or yamut). 

2. Capital punishment, by a legitimate and just government, is not murder for 
certain violent crimes (like murder or rape).  Capital punishment, for such 
reasons, is never Biblically called “murder” (ratzah)—see Genesis 9:6; 
Romans 13:3–4.  Capital punishment, when used with restraint, for violent 
crimes, is a declaration of the sanctity of life (imago Dei—“image of God” 
stamped equally on every person—Genesis 9:6). 

3. Suicide is a form of self-murder (ratzah).  All of human life is valuable to 
God—YOU matter to God.  If you are dealing with depression, leading to 
suicidal thoughts, call the Suicide Prevention Hotline (800-273-8255).  Then, 
go and see both your MD and a licensed Christian counselor.  You matter to 
God!  You are valuable to God!  Please get help if you need it. 

4. God equally values all human life from conception to the moment of death 
(Psalm 139:13–16).  The Hebrew yeled refers to the moment of conception 
(Genesis 5:3–4); children about to be born (Genesis 25:22), and a young 
child (1 Kings 3:26).  God sees no distinction between conception and a child 
long out of the womb.  May we treasure all of human life. 

5. Hatred of others is a metaphorical form of murder—see Matthew 5; 
1 John 3:15–17. 
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CONNECT: 

• Do you believe our culture values human life?  Please explain. 

GROW: 

• Read Exodus 20:1–17.  As a reminder, what does verses 1–2 teach us 
about the reason/motivation for keeping God’s commands? 

• Read Exodus 20:13.  Why is it important to define the difference between 
“murder” and “kill”? 

• Genesis 9:6 predates the laws given to Israel.  What does this passage 
teach us about why human life is precious and how it is to be protected 
(see also Romans 13:3–4)?  In what ways might this clash with our 
current culture? 

• How does our culture excuse things such as euthanasia and abortion?  
How do the following Scriptures help us think differently than our culture 
may tend to think? 

o Psalm 139:13 

o Luke 1:41–44 

o Psalm 139:16 

• What does 1 Samuel 16:7 teach us about how God sees us?  Read 
Mark 7:21–23 and Matthew 5:21–22.  How have you been guilty of 
breaking the 6th Commandment? 

• Is there hope of forgiveness for someone who breaks the 6th 
Commandment (see Acts 8:1, 3 and 1 Timothy 1:12–17)?   

GO: 

• When Jesus talks about the anger that murder is made out of 
(Matthew 5:21–24), He instructs His disciples to keep short accounts of 
anger against others.  Is there someone you are angry with?  If so, what 
steps are you taking to settle that matter? 


