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Our Mission:   
Helping people take the next step in one’s relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 

Our Vision Statement:   
Connect:  Connect through authentic community with other Christ-followers;  
Grow:  Grow in one’s personal relationship with Jesus;   
Go:  Go and serve others sharing love and the gospel. 

 
 
Do not steal (Hebrew ganaf).  This includes many different forms. 

1. Common theft—taking property from another that does not belong 
to you/me is stealing. 

2. Failing to pay all of the taxes required by one’s government is 
stealing (Matthew 17:24–25a; Romans 13:6–7). 

3. Employee theft—merchandise, time, usage of personal phone / 
social media sites while “working,” etc.  Christ-followers are to be 
ideal employees—as we work more for God’s glory than personal 
gain or corporate achievement (Colossians 3:23–24). 

4. Unfair wages to employees are also a form of theft (James 5:4). 

5. Usury is a subtle, sometimes even “legal,” form of theft       
(Exodus 22:25). 

a. God’s Word calls for His people to minimize personal 
debt and to manage finances wisely (Proverbs 22:7). 

6. Pirating music, plagiarism, cheating on tests, and claiming a 
subordinate’s work as one’s own are all forms of stealing.  The 
Bible is clear: “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15). 
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CONNECT: 

• Has anyone stolen from you?  What was that experience like for you? 

GROW: 

• Read Exodus 20:1–17.  As a reminder, what does Exodus 20:1–2 teach us 
about the motive for keeping God’s perfect law? 

• Some theft is very obvious—what are less obvious ways that people steal? 

• Malachi 3:8–10 teaches us about another way that people steal.  What is 

highlighted here?  Why is this a particular temptation for people? 

• How do we know when a thief is no longer a thief (see Ephesians 4:28)?  
According to this verse, what is the opposite of stealing?  How does this imply 

true heart change? 

• Are you a generous person?  What does the following passage teach us 
about the great source of generosity (2 Corinthians 8:1–5, 9; compare with 
Exodus 20:1–2)? 

• God owns EVERYTHING (Psalm 50:10–12)!  Since He owns EVERYTHING, 
we are stewards of what He has entrusted to us.  So, what does it mean that 
we are stewards and not owners?  How does theft imply a mindset of 
ownership?  How does generosity imply a mindset of stewardship? 

GO: 

• Are there any ways that you are now aware of that you break this 8th 

Commandment?  What will you do about that? 

• What is a step you can take to be generous with what God has entrusted to 
you? 

 


