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CONNECT: 
• What is your favorite Fall activity? 

 
GROW: 

• Read Acts 11:19-30.  How do we see Jesus’ words in Matthew 16:18 (see also 

Mark 3:27) being played out in reality?  What was the persecution of Acts 8:1-

3 designed to accomplish (from the perspective of the persecutors)?  What 

result do we actually see in Acts 11 (as well as in earlier passages such as Acts 

8:4-8) of the severe persecution in Jerusalem?  What does this teach us about 

Jesus’ power (see Matthew 28:18 and Acts 1:8 and Acts 11:21)? 

• Who did the group coming from Jerusalem share the gospel with and why?  

Another group shared the gospel with the Hellenists (Greek Gentiles in this 

case).  Why is this significant?  What was the result of the gospel going to 

these Greek Gentiles?  How did the church in Jerusalem respond and why? 

• Why was Barnabas such a strategic choice to send to Antioch (see Acts 4:36-

37, Acts 9:26-27)?  What might a more “rigid” choice have done to this early 

church?  Where might we see rigidity in the church today? 

• Instead of riding the momentum to head off to unreached areas right way, 

what do Barnabas and Saul do instead?  Why is this so significant?  What do 

we learn from this that is very important? 

• The term “Christian” is how outsiders tended to describe those who “looked 

like” Jesus (see also Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16).  How did the church tend to 

view itself (see Acts 11:2 and 11:18)?  What is significant, then, of the church 

being called “Christians”? 

• Antioch was the 3rd or 4th largest city/region in the Roman Empire (after 

Rome, Alexandria, Ephesus) – probably 500,000 people in the region.  What 

do we learn from our Acts 11 passage about the size of the church in Antioch?  

What is already happening to the cultural center of Christianity (see also Acts 

13:1-3)?  What does this teach us about the power of the gospel? 

• As the early church in Antioch lives out the gospel (see Acts 11:27-30), what 

surprising Christ-centered step is taken here?  What would you expect their 

first concern to be?  What does this demonstrate between the largely Gentile 

church in Antioch and the largely Jewish church in Jerusalem? 

GO: 
• Who is your “Antioch”?  What is your next step with this person? 
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1. God’s methods may change based upon circumstances and era, 
but God’s character and purposes never change.  God is the 
same yesterday, today and tomorrow (Hebrews 13:8; Malachi 
3:6).  God has always willed for His gospel to go forth to 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8, 
11:19–30).  God has set aside a people for Himself from every 
nation, tribe people and language (Revelation 4–5, 7:9).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2. God uses us; He uses His church for world evangelism (Acts 
11:19–30).  Be amazed!  We are a part of God’s evangelistic, 
and discipleship, plans (2 Corinthians 5:20; Matthew 28:18–20, 
9:38).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. God specializes in reaching “Antioch” type places with His 
saving gospel:  faith in Jesus alone as the forgiver of confessed, 
and in the power of God’s Spirit, repented of sins (Romans 
10:9–10,13: Acts 4:12; @ Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 2:8–9).   

 
 
 
 
 



 


